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FIRST THREE STEPS 

What is the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule? 

1. Figure out your HS Code  

The Harmonized Tariff Schedule is the master
index of HS Codes. This schedule (index) was
created by the World Customs Organization
(WCO) to categorize goods into approximately
5,000 commodity groups. This system is
accepted and implemented by more than 200
countries worldwide. 

2. Look up your HS Code in the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule 

3. You will see the import tax you
must pay for that HS Code 



What is a HS Code? 

Ladies Waterproof Windbreaker 
HS Code: 6202.92.30

Ski Boots HS Code: 
6402.12.00

Coffee not Roasted
 HS Code: 0901.11.00

Teak Chairs 
HS Code: 9401.61.20

HS Codes usually consist
of a 6-10 digit number 

Every product that is traded around the
world has a specific HS Code. 



CHAPTERS/SECTIONS IN THE
Harmonized Tariff Schedule

(HTS) 



The easiest way to figure out your
HS Code it go to this website: 

https://www.wcotradetools.org/en/harmonized-system

Click down into the index until you get to
last window and you will see your HS Code

https://www.wcotradetools.org/en/harmonized-system


USA Example Continued 

You have the USA HTS (Harmonized

tariff schedule) 

Go to: https://hts.usitc.gov/current

You know the HS Code is 6109.10 because

you looked it up at www.wcotradetools.org/en/

harmonized-system

Let’s say you want the import tax for a t-shirt

made in Vietnam and shipped to the USA.

https://hts.usitc.gov/current
https://www.wcotradetools.org/en/harmonized-system
https://www.wcotradetools.org/en/harmonized-system


USA Example Continued 

You then multiply 16.5% x the FOB price of

your product.

Here you see the HS Code and description of a t-
shirt made of cotton. The import tax is 16.5%.

Most countries assess the import tax based on

CIF price.



Every country has their own unique
Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS) 

USA EXAMPLE: google US Harmonized Tariff
Schedule You will see: https://hts.usitc.gov/current 

If you are importing into England then look up the HTS for
UK 

If you are importing into India the look up the HTS for India 

BE AWARE that some countries give the HTS a different
name. For example Australia calls it: Combined Australian
Customs Tariff Nomenclature and Statistical Classification or
'Working Tariff'. 

I don’t know which product you are importing and I don’t know
which country you are importing into so I can only give you
examples. You will have to figure our your HS Code and find
your country specific HTS to find out your import tax. 



What are Incoterms? 

Note the difference between FOB and CIF. The
infographic defines FOB and CIF. 

When factories quote you a price they will
say: $5 FOB or $5.76 CIF as an example. 

You can negotiate whatever Incoterms you want.
Most factories sell on FOB terms.

Incoterms provide a universal set of rules and guidelines
that help facilitate trade. In essence, they provide a
common language traders can use to set the terms for
their trades. 



TWO OPTIONS FOR GETTING HELP 

Most governments offer a free service to determine
your import tax. You just need to email then and ask
for help. 

 

…where you will see this contact form that you can
use to ask for help.

For example in the USA you can go to
https://www.usitc.gov/tariff_affairs/hts_help

https://www.usitc.gov/tariff_affairs/hts_help


CONCLUSION 

You need your FOB or CIF Price 

You need your product specific HS Code 

You get your HS Code and tax rate from the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule which is different
for every country.
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